2011 has been a very hard year for us as a family and for
our relatives in both the States as in Holland. The sudden passing of Jill's brother Rick was of course a
terrible shock for all of us. Please continue to pray for his family. Also the illnesses of Paul’s sister Joke and
niece Anna were not expected, hard to go through, but God has performed miracles. We want to thank
you for all of your prayers and (extra) support during this year. The following well-known poem has

certainly become a fresh reality for us.

We know that we are/were not the only ones going through hard times and struggles. Many of you have

had to deal with losses and ilinesses. We pray for all of you
that the comfort of the Heavenly father will also be very
present to you as you go through the valley of death and/or
sickness.

LAR FELIZ

It has been a good year for Lar Feliz. It looks like we can
close the year financially even. This with a lot of hard work
of doing campaigns, but also with help and support from
many of you. We have had several businesses come in and
help us renovate. This year we were able to completely
renovate the older boys home, the pool, soccer field and we
are in the last stages of renovating the old baby house into
the new house for the younger girls.
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Van Opstal news....

Dear Friends and family!

Wow, in less than a month we will be celebrating
Christmas again! This year went by so fast. The year

One night | dreamed | was walking
along the beach with the Lord.
Many scenes from my life flashed
across the sky. In each scene |
noticed footprints in the sand.
Sometimes there were two sets of
footprints, other times there was one
only. This bothered me because |
noticed that during the low periods of
ry life, when | was suffering from
anguish, sortow or defeat,
| could see only one set of footprints,
€0 | said to the Lord,

"You promised me Lord,
that if | followed you, you would walk
with me always. But | have noticed
that during the most trying periods of
my life there has only been one set of
footprints in the sand.

Why, when | needed you most, have
you not been there for me?"

The Lord replied,

“The years when you have seen only
one set of footprints,
my child, is when | carried you "




It is wonderful to be able to create real home for them. A home with a lot
of personal touches and enough space is something we all need. Being
able to put a lot less children in one home is a blessing for all. It means
that the monitor will be able to give more personal attention to the
children which results in calmer kids.

As we shared in last updates, a wonderful church has come along side Lar
Feliz and is really investing in the lives of the children and teen-agers.
They come in and help us with a weekly study for the boys and every
Saturday and Sunday they use our van to come and pick up those that
want to go to church. What a blessing! Pray for us and our teens!

The school year is coming to an end. We have about 5 kids graduating at
the project, so we have lots of graduations and party to go to. Elisa is also
graduating this year. She wants to go and study at Cedarville College in
Ohio starting august 2012.She wants to start studying biology with the
possibility of becoming a Vet. Of course a lot needs to happen before that
so we would appreciate your prayers for the whole application process.
The plan is to take her to America in July of next year.

Jeremy also passed to the next year, so he will have two more years
before graduation. He wants to do something with computer, which of
course we already knew since the first time he laid eyes on a computer.

Holland here we come!!

We are so excited because on the 31° of December we will be flying to
the Netherlands to visit our family, friends and church. It will have been
almost 4 years since we visited as a family. On the 23™ of January we will
be flying back to Brazil. Pray for us!




